Introduction
Polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs) and dichlorodiphenyl trichloroethane (DDT) are persistent, lipophilic chlorinated organic compounds that have been used extensively in all parts of the world. PCBs have been used in heat exchange and dielectric fluid; as stabilizers in paints, polymers, and adhesives; and as lubricants in various industrial processes. DDT belongs to the chlorinated insecticide family and was used extensively from 1943 to 1972 for agricultural and public health purposes. In various organisms, DDT is slowly transformed to the even more stable and persistent DDE (dichlorodiphenyl dichloroethylene).1
In Canada as in most industrialized countries, PCBs are no longer being manufactured and are banned from use in new products and processes; for more than a decade now, their use has been restricted to closed systems in the electrical industry (transformers and condensers).2'3 DDT was also banned in most industrialized countries during the 1970s. However, these chemicals are still being released into the environment because of inadvertent spills and careless disposal of PCBs and the ongoing use of DDT in developing countries for the control of insects that cause devastation to crops and human health. 4 The high lipophilicity and the resistance to biodegradation of PCBs and DDE allow the bioaccumulation of these chemicals in fatty tissues of organisms and their biomagnification through food chains. These To separate the influence of parity from that of the duration of lactation, the age-adjusted concentrations of PCBs and DDE were compared in primiparous women, multiparous women who never breast-fed, and multiparous women who ever breast-fed (Table 2) . Statistically significant differences were observed between primiparous and multiparous women with past breast-feeding experience (P < .0001) but not between primiparous and multiparous women who never breast-fed (P > .1).
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